VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
December 14, 2010

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior
18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Listing the Polar Bear as an Endangered Species
Dear Secretary Salazar,

On behalf of our organizations which collectively represent millions of Americans who
support strong action by the administration in response to climate change, and who care
deeply about the polar bear, other species, and communities across the globe that are
already suffering from the rapid warming of the Arctic and our planet, we urge you to use
the opportunity provided by a recent court ruling in the polar bear Endangered Species
Act litigation to acknowledge the best available climate science and give polar bears the
higher level of “endangered” status that they need and deserve under the law.

In 2008, the Bush administration listed the polar bear as a “threatened” species. Listing as
“threatened,” rather than as “endangered,” allowed the administration to issue a
regulation reducing the protections the polar bear would otherwise receive, most notably
to exempt the primary threat facing the bear, greenhouse gas pollution, from some
important regulatory programs under the Act.

You have defended both the decision to deny the polar bear “endangered” status as well
as the exemption for greenhouse gas pollution in court. This is in the face of scientific
projections showing an overwhelming risk of extinction for two-thirds of the world’s
polar bears, including all the bears in Alaska, by 2050, with a substantial risk that these
bears could disappear within the next 10-20 years.

The significance of Arctic sea ice loss extends far beyond the plight of the polar bear.
The rapid and accelerating sea ice melt is part of an important climate feedback hastening
further warming and melting of the land-based Greenland ice sheet, contributing to rising
sea levels. Without deep and rapid greenhouse pollution reductions, the loss of the Arctic
sea ice ecosystem will not only drive the polar bear extinct but will greatly exacerbate
climate damages around the world. The World Health Organization estimated that as of
the year 2000, 150,000 people per year were already dying due to global climate change.
The Global Humanitarian Forum increased this number to over 300,000 people in 2009.
The pollution reductions necessary to protect the Arctic sea ice are thus needed to avert
some of the worst impacts for the rest of the world as well.

In a November 4, 2010 ruling in the ongoing litigation relating to the polar bear, Judge
Emmet Sullivan remanded the polar bear decision to your agency to provide additional



explanation for the legal basis of its listing determination by December 23rd, 2010, and to
take such further action as appropriate in light of the Court’s ruling. We request that you
break with the flawed findings which deny and downplay the risks facing polar bears and
the Arctic ecosystem, fully acknowledge the reality and science of climate change in the
Avrctic, and grant polar bears full protection as an “endangered” species.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent issue.

Yours Sincerely,
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